Dawn Chism Simms, VP of Vocations Report
March 17, 2026 Serra General Meeting & Board Meeting

This Report updates the attached February 17, 2026 Report, and lists current and
upcoming events and activities.

Serra Club of Philadelphia
Upcoming Vocation Activity

Serra Club of Philadelphia — 2026 Altar Servers Program

For many years, the Serra Club of Philadelphia has given Altar Server Certificates to graduating
eighth grade students and high school students who serve as Altar Servers at Masses at their
Parishes to honor and reward their service to the Church. Many ordained priests of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia have told Serrans that they were Altar Servers at their parishes
when they were young and that they began discerning their priest vocation while serving as
parish Altar Servers and helping parish priests and deacons.

During March, | will work with Lou Ferrero, Special Assistant to the President and Secretary, to
update our Club’s Master List, with contact information, of the parishes in Philadelphia, Bucks,
and Montgomery Counties who listed Altar Servers as a ministry on parish websites or in parish
bulletins, as well as schools, shrines and any other places in the Archdiocese who use Altar
Servers at scheduled Masses.

During early April, | will contact parishes, schools, shrines and other places on the updated
Master List by email (a) telling them the Club wants to honor their graduating 8th grade and high
school senior Altar Servers by providing Serra Altar Server Certificates to the parishes for
presentation to these students, and (b) asking them to provide the total number of Altar Server
Certificates they need for these graduating students and the deadline date when they would be
needed.

Later, | will form an Altar Server Program Committee of volunteer Serrans who will assist in
making follow-up phone calls in April and early May to these parishes, schools, shrines and
other places in order to compile a final list of graduating 2026 Altar Servers so that Lou Ferrero
can prepare the actual Club Serra Altar Server Certificates for these graduating Altar Servers
and they can be delivered by Serrans in time for graduations in May and June 2026. Lou
Ferrero will prepare the actual Club Serra Altar Server Certificates on an ongoing basis as
information is received from these parishes, schools, shrines and other places.

Vocation Office of the Diocesan Priesthood — Heed the Call.org website
Current Vocation Office Team:

Father Sean English —Vocation Director (vocationdirector@archphila.org)
Susan Matour — Assistant to the Vocation Director (smatour@archphila.org)
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Brothers of Borromeo Vocation Camp (B.B.V.C.)

Saturday, March 28, 2026, 9:00 am — 4:30 pm

Junior high young men (grades 6-8) are invited to gather with their peers and Seminarians from
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia at B.B.V.C. Using our theme of “Everything | Have is Yours”,
we will look at our relationship with God the Father through games, fun activities, prayer
opportunities, and engaging talks! During the day, participants will grow in fellowship and
deepen their Catholic faith.

Registration and information are available at website link:

https://heedthecall.org/events/bbvc/

Quo Vadis 2026

Black Rock Retreat Center, Quarryville, PA, Monday, June 22, 2026, 10:00 am — Thursday,
June 25, 2026, 3:30 pm

Hosted by the Vocation Office for the Diocesan Priesthood and the Philadelphia Seminarians,
Quo Vadis is a 4-day, 3-night summer camp for high school-aged men (incoming freshmen to
graduated seniors) that seeks to encourage participants to ask the question: Where are you
going? Centered around the theme, "Everything I Have Is Yours', Quo Vadis is designed to
challenge young men to listen to God's call to the particular vocation He has planned for them
through engaging talks, fun activities, and 4 days of fellowship.

Registration and information are available at website link:
https://heedthecall.org/events/quovadis/

Shadow Days

High school men, juniors and seniors, or men who have already graduated from high school,
are invited to shadow a Seminarian for a day to attend class and experience daily life at the
Seminary. Interested men should contact Vocation Director Father Sean English at least 5 days
before the desired date. Upcoming Shadow Day is April 20, 2026.

Philadelphia Catholic Scholars Program

Monday, July 6, 2026 through Friday, July 17, 2026

This is a Seminary residential, college-accredited summer program offering high school men a
robust introduction to the great intellectual and spiritual heritage of the Catholic Church in
Philadelphia. Young men will pray together, form friendships, and discuss big ideas, all as a
community of Catholic men seeking deeper knowledge of Christ. Throughout the 10-day
program, high school men will venture into some of the greatest texts of western and Christian
heritage, drawing nearer to Christ through seeking to understand Him and themselves more
fully. Successful completion of the program earns attendees three (3) college credits. This
year’s theme is “Truth, Beauty & Goodness”. Program application and information are available
at website link:

https://philadelphiacatholicscholars.org/

Serra USA Council — Serraus.org website

Serra Meets

Serra Meets, organized and hosted by the USA Council of Serra International, is a monthly
series of virtual lectures from leading clergy and experts on the topic of Catholic vocations.
Webinars are held monthly on Saturdays. Lectures are recorded and available for viewing and
downloading on the Serra Meets YouTube Channel. Past Serra Meets presentations available
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at website link for YouTube Channel,
https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCugwHOHDw5ZCgkFbmeQBkHA.

Future Speakers:
April 20, 2026 - Msgr. William Fay, Ph.D., Professor of Philosophy and Theology at Pope St.
John XXIII National Seminary in Massachusetts

May 18, 2026 — Speaker to be announced.

June 15, 2026 — Anne E. Roat, President of Serra’s United States Council
July 20, 2026 — Deacon Thomas Kissel

at link:

https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDkOVVIKVIhyYXNINkpkUT09
Telephone: 1-312-626-6799; Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924, Passcode: 85355

This Month’s Speaker:

March 16, 2026 — Father Jim DiVasto, Administrator of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in Stratford,
CT, Diocese of Bridgeport, presenting on “Marks and Obstacles of the Priesthood”, 8:00 pm
EST, at link:

https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDkOVVIKVIhyYXNINkpkUT09

Telephone: 1-312-626-6799; Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924, Passcode: 85355

Serra International — serrainternational.org website

Serra International Convention 2026

83 Serra International Convention, July 9-12, 2026, Indianapolis, IN

“The Crossroads of America”

Convention speakers are:

Mark Yaconelli, Author, storyteller, spiritual director, retreat leader

Rev. Jeff Dufresne, Pastor of St. Philip Neri and St. Mary parishes

Rev. Eric Augenstein, Director of Seminarians, Archdiocese of Indianapolis

Convention will be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on South Capitol Avenue. Latest convention
schedule, convention registration link, and hotel reservation link are available at website link,
https://serrainternational.org/convention-2026/.

Serra Global Rosary for Vocations

Saturday, March 28, 2026, 8:00 am — 9:00 am (CST/CDT) (9:00 am — 10:00 EST)

1) Dial in using your phone to this access number for the United States:1+(312)757-3119
2) Enter this Access Code: 314-315-981

3) To join our rosary from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981
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