Dawn Chism Simms, VP of Vocations Report
July 21, 2026 Serra General Meeting & Board Meeting

Serra Club of Philadelphia
Vocation Activity

Serra Club of Philadelphia — 2026 Altar Servers Program

For many years, the Serra Club of Philadelphia has given Altar Server Certificates to graduating
eighth grade students and high school students who serve as Altar Servers at Masses at their
Parishes to honor and reward their service to the Church. Many ordained priests of the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia have told Serrans that they were Altar Servers at their parishes
when they were young and that they began discerning their priest vocation while serving as
parish Altar Servers and helping parish priests and deacons.

From April 12 to April 26, | contacted 118 parishes, schools and shrines in Bucks, Delaware,
Chester, Montgomery and Philadelphia counties by email (a) telling them the Club wants to
honor their graduating eighth grade and high school senior altar servers by providing Serra Altar
Server Certificates for presentation to these students, and (b) asking them to provide the total
number of Altar Server Certificates they need for these graduating students and the deadline
date when they would be needed.

In May, Jorge Fernandez, Lou Ferrero, Eugene Boggia and | made follow-up telephone calls to
parishes, schools and shrines that we had not yet heard back from to find out if they needed
Altar Server Certificates for graduating eighth grade and high school senior altar servers and the
deadline dates these Altar Server Certificates were needed.

Lou Ferrero prepared, printed, and applied the Serra Club of Philadelphia seal, and then
delivered or mailed requested Serra Altar Server Certificates to parishes, schools, and/or
shrines in Episcopal Regions Il, Ill and IV (Montgomery, Bucks and Philadelphia counties).

Lou Ferrero will provide the final Report on the 2026 Altar Servers Program to the Board/Club
detailing the numbers of Altar Server Certificates provided to which parishes or schools in these
counties.

Vocation Office of the Diocesan Priesthood — Heed the Call.org website

Current Vocation Office Team:

Father Sean English —Vocation Director (vocationdirector@archphila.org)
Kelly Foley — Administrative Director (kfoley@archphila.org)

Lauren Pickell — Program & Outreach Coordinator (Ipickell@archphila.org)

Philly Adoration for Vocations

Public adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the Lower Gwynedd Campus of St. Charles
Borromeo Seminary on the first Thursday of each month, rather than weekly, February 5,
2026 — December 3, 2026

Between 9 am — 4 pm in the Immaculate Conception Chapel located in the Student Life Center
at the Seminary.
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Sign up registration and information are available at website link,
https://heedthecall.org/events/phillyadores/

Serra USA Council — Serraus.org website

Serra Meets

Serra Meets, organized and hosted by the USA Council of Serra International, is a monthly
series of virtual lectures from leading clergy and experts on the topic of Catholic vocations.
Webinars are held monthly on Saturdays. Lectures are recorded and available for viewing and
downloading on the Serra Meets YouTube Channel. Past Serra Meets presentations available
at website link for YouTube Channel,
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCugwHOHDw5ZCgkFbmeQBKkHA.

This Month’s Speaker:

July 20, 2026 — Deacon Tom Kissel, Founder, Parents of Vocations, speaking on Topic:
Uniquely Blessed: The Journey of Walking with One’s Child in Religious Vocation, at 8:00 pm
EST, at link:

https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDkOVVIKVIhyYXNINkpkUT09

Telephone: 1-312-626-6799; Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924, Passcode: 853558

Future Speakers:

August 17, 2026 — Fr. Tim Monahan, Vocation Director of the Archdiocese of Chicago; Author
of “Jesus Is the Vocation Director”, a new book that sets out key principals for accomplishing
discerners and building collaborative relationships throughout the diocese.

Serra International — serrainternational.org website

Serra International Convention 2026

83 Serra International Convention, July 9-12, 2026, Indianapolis, IN

“The Crossroads of America”

Convention speakers were:

Mark Yaconelli, Author, storyteller, spiritual director, retreat leader

Rev. Jeff Dufresne, Pastor of St. Philip Neri and St. Mary parishes

Rev. Eric Augenstein, Director of Seminarians, Archdiocese of Indianapolis

Rev. Michael Keucher, Director of Vocations, Archdiocese of Indianapolis

Rev. John Hollowell, Archdiocese of Indianapolis

Sr. Joni Luna, Director of Vocations, Sisters of Providence

You can watch videos of Fr. Augustine and all other tremendous speakers at Serra’s YouTube
channel:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLPIA8SaAjazQXlgownK1iGSD6I3GyMy3N

A major development from the Convenion is the adoption of the vocation of ordained permanent
deacons to the official Serra objectives and purposes in Serra International’s Constitution, which
now read:
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“The objectives and purposes of SERRA INTERNATIONAL are:
o to foster and promote vocations to the ministerial priesthood in the Catholic Church as a
particular vocation to service, and to support priests in their sacred ministry;
¢ to encourage and affirm vocations to the ministry of the permanent diaconate in
the Catholic Church;
e to encourage and affirm vocations to consecrated religious life in the Catholic Church;
and
o to assist its members to recognize and respond in their own lives to God’s call to
holiness in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.”
(https://serrainternational.org/2026/07/17/expanded-mission-passed-at-serras-83rd-
international-convention/)

Serran Magazine

A pdf version of the April 2026 issue of The Serran Magazine, “How to support our priests’
health and well-being” is available at website link:

https://serrainternational.org/magazine/

The Holy Father Pope Leo XIV’s special prayer intention for April 2026 was for priests in crisis.
In this issue, Serra International offers signs to watch for when clergy struggles, and practical
ways to support priests’ mental and physical well-being everyday; plus, highlights from the Serra
Leadership Rally in January 2026 and a proposed change to Serra’s vocations mission.

Upcoming magazine issue will feature words and pictures from the Serra 83" International
Convention.

Serra Global Rosary for Vocations

Saturday, July 25, 2026, 8:00 am — 9:00 am (CST/CDT) (9:00 am — 10:00 EST)

1) Dial in using your phone to this access number for the United States:1+(312)757-3119
2) Enter this Access Code: 314-315-981

3) To join our rosary from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981
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