
1 
 

Dawn Chism Simms, VP of Vocations Report 
September 15, 2026 Serra General Meeting & Board Meeting 
 
 

Serra Club of Philadelphia 
Vocation Activity 

 
Serra Club of Philadelphia – Kickoff of Participation in Serra USA Council’s 7-Serrans 
Prayer Teams Project for Vocation Directors for 2026-2027 
 
On August 7, 2026, Mile Downey, Serra Region NE Director, sent an email to Jorge Fernandez 
(our Club President) asking our Serra Club to support the 7-Serrans Prayer Team project for 
Vocation Directors for 2026-2027. A 7-Serran Prayer Team prays for a specific Vocations 
Director (Father Sean English, Vocation Director of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia) for one 
hour each day for one year. Each of the 7 Serrans on the team takes a specific day of the week 
for the year, so their commitment is for one hour per week praying for their assigned Vocation 
Director. On August 30, 2026, Jorge Fernandez asked me, as VP of Vocations, to put a Prayer 
Team together for 2026-2027. 
 
Below is the list of the 2025-2026 7-Serrans Prayer Team for our Serra Club, with the specific 
commitment day of the week: 
 
MONDAY                 Dawn Chism Simms 
  
TUESDAY                Ryan Neff 
  
WEDNESDAY          Ed Lawrence 
  
THURSDAY             Eugene Boggia 
  
FRIDAY                    Patricia Canning 
  
SATURDAY             Lou Ferrero 
  
SUNDAY                  Jorge Ignacio Fernandez 
 
The 2025-2026 7-Serrans Prayer Team agreed to pray both for Vocation Director Father Sean 
English and Delegate for Consecrated Life Sr. Marie Faustina Wolniakowski. 
 
On September 14, 2026, I sent an email to Jorge Fernandez (with ccs to all current Serra Club 
Board members) asking for his help in contacting last year’s Prayer Team members to find out if 
they will commit to being a member of this year’s Prayer Team and to praying on the same 
commitment day of the week, and in contacting other Serra Club Board members (Keenan Neff, 
Royal Brown, Dan Argenas, and Arthur Burke) if a replacement Prayer Team member is 
needed. 
 
I expect to finalize the list of the 2026-2027 7-Serrans Prayer Team for our Serra Club before 
the end of this month, and to send this list to Mike Downey, Father Sean English, and Sr. Marie 
Faustina Wolniakowski.   
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Vocation Office of the Diocesan Priesthood – Heed the Call.org website 
 

Current Vocation Office Team: 
Father Sean English –Vocation Director (vocationdirector@archphila.org) 
Kelly Foley – Administrative Director (kfoley@archphila.org) 
Lauren Pickell – Program & Outreach Coordinator (lpickell@archphila.org) 
 
Discernment Days for High School Men 
Sunday, October 4, 2026, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Sunday, November 15, 2026, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Sunday, February 21, 2027, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Sunday, March 14, 2027, 8:30 am – 5:30 pm 
Men in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia who are juniors and seniors in high school and are 
discerning their vocation are invited to come to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary for a day to see 
what seminary life is like and explore the possibility of their own call to the priesthood. The day 
includes daily Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, reflections on the priesthood, vocation stories from 
seminarians, fellowship, and the opportunity to spend time with Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. There is no cost to attend.  
Information about applying to attend is available at website link: 
https://heedthecall.org/events/come-see-weekend-for-post-high-school-men/ 
 
Come and See for Post-High School Men 
Saturday, October 17, 2026, 9:30 am – Sunday, October 18, 2026, 1:00 pm 
Saturday, January 30, 2027, 9:30 am – Sunday, January 31, 2027, 1:00 pm 
Saturday, February 27, 2027, 9:30 am – Sunday, February 28, 2027, 1:00 pm 
Men in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia who have graduated from high school and are 
discerning their vocation are invited to come to St. Charles Borromeo Seminary for a weekend 
to see what seminary life is like and explore the possibility of their call to the priesthood. The 
weekend includes daily Mass, Liturgy of the Hours, reflections on the priesthood, vocation 
stories from seminarians, fellowship, and the opportunity to spend time with Our Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament. A single room and meals are included. There is no cost to attend. 
Information about applying to attend is available at website link: 
https://heedthecall.org/events/come-see-for-post-high-school-men/ 
 
Shadow Days 
High school men, juniors and seniors, or men who have already graduated from high school are 
invited to shadow a seminarian for a day to attend classes and experience daily life at St. 
Charles Borromeo Seminary. Space is limited to ensure the best shadow experience possible. 
Information about scheduling a visit to the Seminary is available at website link: 
https://heedthecall.org/comeandsee/ 
 
Philly Adoration for Vocations 
Public adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at the Lower Gwynedd Campus of St. Charles 
Borromeo Seminary on the first Thursday of each month, rather than weekly, February 5, 
2026 – December 3, 2026 
Between 9 am – 4 pm in the Immaculate Conception Chapel located in the Student Life Center 
at the Seminary.  
Sign up registration and information are available at website link, 
https://heedthecall.org/events/phillyadores/ 
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Serra USA Council – Serraus.org website 
 

Serra Meets 
Serra Meets, organized and hosted by the USA Council of Serra International, is a monthly 
series of virtual lectures from leading clergy and experts on the topic of Catholic vocations. 
Webinars are held monthly on Saturdays.  Lectures are recorded and available for viewing and 
downloading on the Serra Meets YouTube Channel.  Past Serra Meets presentations available 
at website link for YouTube Channel, 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuqwHOHDw5ZCgkFbmeQBkHA. 
 
This Month’s Speaker: 
September 21, 2026 – William R. Newbrough. He currently serves Archbishop Timothy P. 
Broglio as the Major Gift and Donor Relations Officer for the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA (AMS). He is the primary fundraiser supporting the pastoral mission and ministry 
of the Military Archdiocese tasked with providing for the sacramental, spiritual and faith 
formation care of 1.8 million Catholic service members and their families. 
at 8:00 pm EST, at link:  
  https://zoom.us/j/95992451924?pwd=RFdzZjgybDk0VVlKVlhyYXNlNkpkUT09 
Telephone: 1-312-626-6799; Webinar ID: 959 9245 1924, Passcode: 853558 
 
Priesthood Sunday – September 27, 2026 
Observed the fourth Sunday in September to thank priests for their prayerful and spiritual 
leadership. 
For ideas on how to celebrate Priesthood Sunday, see August 27, 2026 ׀ Issue 303 of “Always 
Forward, Never Back” at website link, 
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Priesthood-Sunday-is-Exactly-One-Month-
Away.html?soid=1103211060268&aid=NGxOhpamHPY 
Priesthood Sunday Resources on Serra Spark are available at website link: 
https://serraspark.org/tools-new/priesthood-sunday/ 
Prayer cards for priests and vocations from Vianney Vocations are available at website link: 
https://vianneyvocations.com/product-category/prayer-cards/ 
 
 

Serra International – serrainternational.org website 
 

Serra International Convention 2026 
84th Serra International Convention, June 24-27, 2027, Rome, Italy 
No information is available yet on details of Convention.  
 
 
Serran Magazine 
A pdf version of the April 2026 issue of The Serran Magazine, “How to support our priests’ 
health and well-being” is available at website link: 
https://serrainternational.org/magazine/ 
The Holy Father Pope Leo XIV’s special prayer intention for April 2026 was for priests in crisis. 
In this issue, Serra International offers signs to watch for when clergy struggles, and practical 
ways to support priests’ mental and physical well-being everyday; plus, highlights from the Serra 
Leadership Rally in January 2026 and a proposed change to Serra’s vocations mission. 
 
Upcoming magazine issue will feature words and pictures from the Serra 83rd International 
Convention. 
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https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Priesthood-Sunday-is-Exactly-One-Month-Away.html?soid=1103211060268&aid=NGxOhpamHPY
https://serraspark.org/tools-new/priesthood-sunday/
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Serra Global Rosary for Vocations 
Saturday, September 26, 2026, 8:00 am – 9:00 am (CST/CDT) (9:00 am – 10:00 EST) 
1) Dial in using your phone to this access number for the United States:1+(312)757-3119  
2) Enter this Access Code: 314-315-981 
3) To join our rosary from your computer, tablet or smartphone, go to: 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981

